EPA releases new tools to test and treat additional PFAS, including GenX, in drinking water

WASHINGTON (November XX, 2018) — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is
announcing an updated and validated way to test for an additional four per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) in drinking water, including the GenX chemical Hexafluoropropylene oxide dimer
acid (HFPO-DA). PFAS are man-made chomicals used in a wide range of products because of thewr
ability to repel water, grease, and oil. They are found in everyday items such as food packaging and non-
stick, stain repellent, and waterproof products. Today’s updated tools are part of EPA’s efforts to increase
the amount of research and information that is publicly available for chemicals in the PFAS famuly.

Adminisirator Quoie

EPA’s validated method, EPA Method 537.1, will ensure that both government and private laboratories
can accurately and consistently measure 18 PFAS in their drinking water, which is a critical step for
estimating people’s exposure and potential risk to PFAS. This affirms EPA’s commitment to providing
ways for states and tribes to address PFAS in their communities.

Additionally, EPA is providing information that will help states, tribes, and local communities make the
best choices about how to treat PFAS contaminated drinking water based on their specific needs. EPA has
evaluated the effectiveness of several drinking water treatment technologies to remove a variety of PFAS,
including GenX chemicals. EPA has also evaluated costs associated with the drinking water technologics
based on the type of PFAS that need to be treated.

EPA is continuing to work to develop a PFAS Management Plan that will provide the agency’s approach
to addressing PFAS challenges and will be released as soon as possible. While the updated methods are
part of the management plan, the agency is releasing them now to ensure that communities across the
country have access to this information as soon as it is available.

EPA will host a free webinar on November 28, 2018 at 2:00 pm EDT to provide an update on agency
efforts to develop and validate analytical methods, as well as information specifically on this updated and
validated method. To register, please visit [ HYPERLINK
"https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/65448004780345236439" \t "_blank" ]

For more information visit: [ HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/pfas" \t *_blank" ]

Learn more about the validated EPA Method 537.1 [ HYPERLINK
"https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_report.cfm?dirEntryld=343042&Lab=NERL&simpleSearch=0
&showCriteria=2&searchAll=Determination+of+Selected+Per-
+and+Polyfluorinated+Alkyl+Substances+&TIMSType=&dateBeginPublishedPresented=11%2F02%2F201
6" 1.

Background

PFAS are a group of man-made chemicals that have been manufactured and used in a variety of industries
since the 1940s. They are found in everyday items such as food packaging, non-stick products, and stain
repellent fabrics. GenX chemicals are a sub- group of PFAS chemicals and are being found in the
environment and in drinking water, including 1n the Cape Fear River of N.C. [ HYPERLINK
"https://oaspub.epa.gov/tdb/pages/general/home.do" \t "_blank" | includes treatment options for
PFAS, inchuding GenX chemicals.
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EPA Method 537, which was first published in 2009 to initially determine 14 different PFAS in drinking
water, has been updated to include 4 more PFAS. This includes the GenX chemical HFPO-DA, as well as
three additional PFAS [11-chloroeicosafluoro-3-oxaundecane-1-sulfonic acid (1 1CI-PF30UdS), 9-
chlorohexadecafluore-3-oxanone-i-sulfonic acid (9CI-PF30NS), and 4,8-dioxa-3H-perfluorononanoic
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